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Middle East into agreement between 1910 and 1914.1 From
Great Britain, France had secured in 1912 a pledge of
disinterestedness in Syria.2
Negotiations with Turkey had been opened in 1909 but not
until 1913 was an agreement possible, Great Britain having
been forced to give way on many of her original proposals.3 By
Agreements signed July sgth, 1913, Great Britain secured the
recognition of her special position in the Persian Gulf and of the
validity of her existing treaties with Kuwait and Bahrain. The
terminus of the Baghdad Railway was to be at Basra, beyond
which the railway was not to extend without the consent of
Great Britain. Two British subjects were to be appointed to
the Board of the railway. Equal charges, dues and treatment
on the railway were guaranteed to all nations. The develop-
ment and future of the port of Basra were to be partially
entrusted to British hands. Exclusive rights of navigation were
secured for a new company, eventually formed by Lord Inch-
cape and the existing Lynch Line, whose privileges were
extended.4 Turkey recognized the right of Great Britain to
buoy, light and police the Shatt al-'Arab and the Persian Gulf.6
During this period of negotiations, both the Foreign Office6
and British representatives in Turkish Arabia were concerned
1 The Franco-German Agreement was signed February isth, 1914. SecEarle,
op. cit., p. 248, also Docs. Fr, 3rd Series, Vol. in, No. 239, p. 317.
2 M Pichon at Secret Meeting of the Four Powers, Pans, March 20th, 1919:
Baker, R. S., Woodrow Wilson and World Settlement (3 vols,, 1922-3), Vol. in,
P- 3-
3 A long series of drafts and counter-drafts had been made as on March ist,
1911, April 15, 1912, etc. Various sections of the Agreements had been initialed
on May 6th and June nth, 1913.
4 Hakki Pasha and Lord Inchcape signed a concession, December i2th, 1913.
Lord Inchcape and the Lynch Line came to an agreement, March 27th, 1914.
5 Great Britain, however, made its adherence to the Agreements and consent
to the increase in Custom dues, sought by Turkey, contingent on the removal
of the Ottoman veto on Egyptian borrowing powers, on further railway con-
cessions and on recognition of the D'Arcy Concession to Turkish oil fields.
Quarterly Review, October, 1917, pp. 517-21; ParL Debates, H. of C, 5th S.,
Vol. LIII (1913), pp. 392-5; de Siebert, op. cit., ch. xx; The Times, May i7th and
3ist, 1913.
6 Minute by Sir E. Grey, March 12,1910, Brit. Docs., Vol. vr, No. 325, p. 433.
56